
Positive Approaches 
Toward 
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Seminar in the TRAINING LEADERS of CADETS curriculum

“Managing a Cadet Program” Block  Lesson M5



Introduction

“They are not your cadets,

they are my children.”
- a father of two CAP cadets



Overview & objectives

Goal: Comprehend legal issues in the context of 
the Cadet Program’s goal of developing dynamic 
Americans and aerospace leaders

Discuss the concept of in loco parentis

Describe common legal issues affecting the 
Cadet Program

Case study



In loco parentis

Senior members stand in place of parents

Key concepts:

Take moral responsibility – the “60 Minutes” test

Protect cadets’ health and safety 

Treat parents as partners

Remember that the jury will be comprised of parents 



“Adult cadets” are still cadets

“I’m not a minor. You have no right to 
require my parents’ signatures!”

Be faithful to the parent by keeping them informed

Membership is a privilege, not a right



Cadets as drivers

“I have a driver’s license. Why can’t I 

drive the CAP van?”

CAPR 77-1 restricts who can drive CAP vehicles  

Statistically, teen drivers are a bad risk



Cadets as drivers

“I’m 16 and have my license. Can I drive my 
buddies to encampment?”

Yes  No

Both answers are wrong!
By granting or denying permission, you tell the world you 
have authority, and therefore responsibility for the driver.

Show moral responsibility by communicating with parents



Reporting suspected abuse

“Your honor, I don’t know why I’m here. I told my 
wing commander everything I knew.”

Questions to ask your local legal officer:

Is CAP or any of its members “mandatory reporters” of suspected 
child abuse?

Is it enough that the wing commander alone report the suspected abuse?

How strong must my suspicion be before I am bound to report it?



Fraternization & dating

Command issues

-- Complicates CAP working relationships

-- Often seen as a problem waiting to happen

-- Young people often lack the maturity to deal with 
relationships, and be in “command” over their friend 

Legal issues

-- Minors can not consent; sex without consent is a crime

-- In many states, minors have a right to privacy

Moral issues

-- Literally, “fraternization” is a good thing

-- Fraternization as a code for sex becomes a moral issue for 
the participants and the observers



Fraternization & dating

“I’ve learned that a cadet is involved in a 
sexual relationship with another member of 
the squadron. Do I have a duty to report? 
Do I have a right to report?”

Answer:  

It depends on local law. Talk with your legal officer.



Case study

Listen to the case 

Identify the legal issues, 
paragraph by paragraph

Describe what you would 
do next 



Conclusions

1.   Maintain on-going communication with parents 

2.   The Cadet Program is a learning environment

3.   Remember the “60-Minutes” test

4.   Always confer with your legal officer


